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“ Encounter the Spirit of Christ in Community and Creation”






Dear Teacher,

I would like to welcome you to a new and exciting season at Camp Encounter.  We’re glad that you’ve decided to book with us this year.  We are looking forward to creating a wonderful experience for you and your group.  Please take a few minutes to carefully read the 2012 Teacher manual.  You’ll notice that, as of January 2010, we require proof of liability insurance from schools and a signature on our hold harmless statement.  

Please send a $500.00 deposit along with your school group application and signature page to secure a spot in our 2012 calendar.  Your deposit will be subtracted from the total on the invoice once your trip is completed.  Sadly we’ve raised our prices in 2012.  Please visit our website www.campencounter.com for a complete breakdown of 2012 prices.

Did you know?

Camp Encounter has, over the years, provided continuous programs for over 90 000 people and this could not be possible without the support of people like you.  If you and your students would like to continue in that spirit please refer to the “Donations and Fundraising” page on our website or contact myself personally.

Yours in Camping and Christ,

Kathleen Whyte

Kathleen Whyte
Executive Director













	
School Group Application




	
    School:           	______________________    Age of Group:   _____________________
Person in Charge:______________________      Number in Group:  ___________________
Address:		______________________     (not including supervisors)
City, Province, PC______________________       # of Supervisors: (1to8 ratio) __________ 
Phone #:		______________________     Fax #:____________________________
Email:		______________________
Arrival Date:	______________________	Arrival time:	       _______________
Departure Date:	______________________	Departure time:  ________________
   Cook Required?  Please circle:     YES     NO



	Activity Choices: Maximum 3 for a 1 night program, 6 for a 2 night program

1.  _______________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________
4. ________________________________________________________
5. ________________________________________________________
6. ________________________________________________________




Proof of Liability Insurance Coverage

	
Proof of Liability Insurance Coverage ( Effective Jan 1, 2010 we require independent bookings to 
provide proof of liability insurance coverage)
		Insurance company name:		_________________________________
				     Policy #:		_________________________________




Please note that your spot is only considered tentative until the deposit is received.  Deposit fee is $500.00.   Please forward your rental application and deposit immediately to reserve your booking date.
Cancellations made before 30 days in advance of arrival date will be charged a $100.00 administrative fee.  There will be no refund if cancellation is made less than 30 days before expected arrival date.



[bookmark: _GoBack]



· The camp reserves the right to cancel programs due to hazardous environmental conditions, in such a case, money will be fully refunded.

· At the completion of your retreat at Camp Encounter, a staff member will inspect the facilities with your group coordinator and review the booking.  Your group will then be invoiced according to the number of people/night and other charges if applicable.  

Signatures Page

I, the undersigned, on behalf of my group and as the person responsible for the group’s safety, well-being, and understanding of policies and rules, agree to and understand all policies, liabilities, and regulations outlined in the “Policies and Procedures” document, and the “Rental Group Responsibilities” document and I have read and initialed the section titled Emergency and Illness.

____________________________________                 _________________________
Signature of person in charge				      Date signed


Emergencies & Illness

The lessee will indemnify and save harmless the lessor against all claims that may arise as a result of the lessee and his/her charges using the camp facilities.  (Camp Encounter will not be held responsible for any accidents or mishaps while on camp property).  Camp Encounter has access to the 911 Emergency System.  There is a public telephone located in the Mess hall kitchen and the legal land description is posted at the phone for use when making emergency 911 calls.

Please initial here indicating that you have read and agree to this hold harmless statement.  _________

Please email the completed application to info@campencounter.com or mail to the following address.  All cheques should be made out to Camp Encounter and sent along with this rental application to:

Camp Encounter
RR 1 Site 21 Comp 4
Gunn AB T0E 1A0











Camp Encounter Web Page
	www.campencounter.com


Thank you for your interest in Camp Encounter! We know you are busy and the last thing you need is to wade through pages and pages of "stuff". So, we have chosen to keep this booklet simple. Many of the other details will be found in the "Schools" section of our web page at www.campencounter.com. So, if you have any questions that are not answered here, take a moment to browse our website or give us a call! We'd be happy to answer your queries.
Programs
We take great pride in the fact that we offer a tremendous variety of programs at Camp Encounter. We leave a lot of room for you and your group to customize the perfect trip. You can select individual programs that suit your needs or combine various programs to create a theme for the entire trip. It’s very simple, just read over the following list of programs and make note of any you are interested in. Then take a look at our recommended THEME PACKAGES as another possible choice. And finally, give us a call to book the dates you want, and then fill out the applicable forms in this manual. If you have programs that you would like to run yourself, or programs that are not on the list, please give us a call and you'll find us to be very accommodating.
If you are planning to visit Camp Encounter for 2 days/1 night then choose three of the following programs: If you are planning to visit Camp Encounter for 3 days/2 nights, then choose six of the following programs: For a single day visit please call us to customize a schedule that works for you:
Archery - Learn the history, safety, and proper techniques for archery and try to hit a target.
Nature Observation - Exciting stories, games, and activities that stretch nature observation in many new ways.
Outdoor Ed. - shelter construction, fire building, plant uses, and more. See Outdoor Education retreats on page 3.
Trees & Forests - exploring the forest ecosystem through stories, games, and adventuring.
Low Ropes - a challenging array of cable walks, nets, ropes, ladders and swings.
Challenge Course - 8 foot beam, 12 foot wall, rope swing, balance board, cable walk, web, and more.
Initiative Tasks - series of enjoyable "larger than life" teambuilding puzzle games.
Canoeing - 2 or 3 people per canoe, basic safety, strokes and games.
Wall Climbing - 30 feet of rock wall climbing and bouldering, basic safety, equipment and techniques.

Drum Circles – ( Dependent on staffing – requires one month notice for booking) An exciting and uproarious way to get connected with sound and rhythm.





Theme Packages:  We also offer custom theme retreats for you to choose from.  The following retreats typically last two days/one night however we can customize the program to fit your needs.
Leadership/Team Building Retreats - For two days, participants engage each other in team building activities, discussions, and communication exercises. Some applicable Programs include: Low Ropes, Wall Climbing, Challenge Course, Initiative Tasks
Spiritual Retreats - In addition to our 'Adventure Programs' we include riveting sessions with curriculum connections centering on Camp's Mission of Christ, Community and Creation.
Outdoor Education Retreats - For schools with an active outdoor education program we recommend giving us a call to customize a retreat. Our staff is qualified to teach many outdoor skills such as: shelter crafting, fire building, plant identification, animal tracking, campfire cooking, primitive skills, and more. Applicable programs include: Nature Observation, Archery, Wall Climbing, and Canoeing. Groups can also plan to sleep overnight in our tipi's on the island as part of the retreat.
All programs will run rain or shine. If the weather does not permit an activity the camp staff will change or adapt the activities to meet the needs of the participants and teachers.
[image: ][image: ]




WHERE ARE WE? 
SE Section 18, Township 57, Range 2, West of 5th Meridian
We are located 100 km northwest of Edmonton on Lac la Nonne.
30 km South of Barrhead, near Rich valley.
50 minutes from Saint Albert.
From Hwy. 651
Go West on Hwy 651 past Busby and turn South (left) at Range Road 25. Continue South and turn right at Camp Encounter/ Our Lady of Lourdes Church.
From Hwy. 33
Go North on Hwy 33, past Rich Valley and turn East (right) on Township Road 570. Then turn North (left) on Range Road 31 and follow the road as it bends around the lake, then turn left at Camp Encounter/Our Lady of Lourdes   Church.
                                                       
          
 (
Sample Program Schedule
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Did you know... 
) (
That Camp Encounter offers 
custom retreats throughout the 
year? 
Some examples are: teacher 
PD days, parish retreats, 
corporate retreats, family 
reunions, and weekend/facility
) (





























10:30 Arrival/unpack
11:00 Icebreakers/Camp Orientation 12:00 Lunch
12:45 Program 1
2:15
Break
2:30
Program 2
4:00
Program 3
5:30 Supper
6:30 Wide Game 8:00 Campfire
9:00
Snack/School Directed Activity





8:00 Wake-up/pack-up
8:30
Breakfast/cleanup
9:30
Survival Game
12:00 Lunch
1:00
Closing Circle 
1:30 Goodbye
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
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

















10:30 Arrival/unpack
11:00 Icebreakers
11:15 Camp Orientation
12:00 Lunch
1:00 Program 1
2:30 Snack Break
2:45 Program 2
4:00 Program 3
5:30 Supper
6:30 Wide Game
8:00 Campfire
9:00 Snack/ School Activity





8:00 Wake-up
8:30 Breakfast
9:30 Energizer or Wide Game
10:15 Program 4
12:00 Lunch
1:00 Program 5
2:30 Break/Swimming
4:00 Program 6
5:30 Supper
6:30 Wide Game or Activities
8:00 Campfire
9:00 Snack/ School Activity





8:00 Wake up/pack up 8:30 Breakfast/Clean up 9:30 Survival Game 12:00 Lunch
1:00 Closing Circle
1:30 Goodbye
)


Kit List
The weather tends to be very unpredictable during the spring season. For this reason, it is necessary to pack clothing suitable for all conditions (i.e. hot, cold, rain, etc.) Though we are fairly certain that you will not need malaria vaccinations or carry bear spray, here are some things you should consider:
[image: ] (
Optional 
bag for soiled laundry
camera
swimwear
blanket
) (
Please DO NOT BRING: 
money
mp3 players/ iPods/etc
cell phones
junk food
jewelry
curling/ straightening irons
knives
electronic games
)Recommended 
· one set of clothes that can get dirty
· raincoat or poncho
· pajamas
· 2 long sleeve tops
· 3 pairs pants
· winter/rubber boots
· 1 pair of outdoor shoes
· 1 pair of indoor shoes
· 3 pairs socks
· 2 pair underwear
· 1 warm sweater
· 1 hat or cap
· 1 pair of shorts
· toiletries (towel, soap, toothbrush, etc)
· sunscreen and bug spray
· sleeping bag
· pillow
Please label all clothing and equipment. Camp Encounter will not be 
responsible for lost or stolen articles. 

[image: ] (
Did you know... 
That Father Albert 
Lacombe and Father H. 
Leduc were among the 
early missionaries to 
frequent the camp
)

Curriculum Connections
Below are several examples of how some of our programs would fit well into your curriculum plans. We endeavor to take the core of the curriculum and translate it into HANDS-ON, THOROUGH and ENGAGING sessions.
Nature Observation and Awareness, Canoeing, Wall Climbing, Outdoor Education Theme Retreat - Suited to the Junior High Environmental and Outdoor Education Program.
Trees & Forests - Suited to the Grade 6 Trees and Forest Science Program.
Spiritual Retreats - Suited to Senior High Religious Instruction Classes.
Leadership Retreats - Suited to Leadership Teams, Student Unions, Social Justice groups and Peer Support groups.

For expanded descriptions of programs, facilities and guidelines: 
www.campencounter.com 


Allergy and Health List               
Schools may submit their own form.


School _____________________________________________________________________________________

Dates _______________________________________  Telephone # _____________________________________

School Coordinator ____________________________________________________________________________

Please record below any food allergies or special consideration that must be passed on to Camp Encounter.

Student			       Food Allergy/ life threatening? 	Special Consideration
					                    Please circle

1. ____________________________________  yes    no		__________________________________

2. ____________________________________ yes    no		__________________________________

3. ____________________________________ yes     no		__________________________________

4. ____________________________________ yes    no		__________________________________

5. ____________________________________ yes    no		__________________________________


Student								Health Concern

1.  ___________________________________________		__________________________________

2. ___________________________________________		__________________________________

3. ___________________________________________		__________________________________

4. ___________________________________________		__________________________________

Birthdays while at Camp Encounter

One thing we love to do here at Camp Encounter is CELEBRATE!  We’ll try and arrange something special for people having birthdays during their stay.

Name  ______________________________  Birthday ____________________________________________

	________________________________     	     ________________________________________________


In order to make sure that everyone’s needs are met and to provide no surprises, we need this form in as soon as possible.  Please return this form along with the registration form and deposit.  Feel free to add any additional information that you feel would benefit the camp.
Important Note 
Emergency transportation must be handled by your school.  Please ensure that you have one vehicle on site at all times to transport students to medical services should it be required.
	

Personal Health and Consent Form  - Most schools have their own forms.  If you require a form please go to our website at www.campencounter.com and download our Personal Health & Medical Release form.
Cost of Programs
We require a deposit of $500 PER BOOKING to hold your dates. This will be credited to your final invoice. As in most areas of our lives, costs continue to increase for our camp. We endeavor to keep our experiences top quality and affordable.
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	Pricing
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Single Day with program
No meals

	
2 days/ 1night
With program & meals

	
3 days/ 2 nights
With program & meals


	

Price







	

First 50 participants $1000
Each participant over 50 is an additional $15


	
First 25 participants 
$2500
Each participant over 25 an additional 
$90
	
First 25 participants
$3375
Each participant over 25 an additional 
$125 







· Two teachers/supervisors are free.  Additional supervisors will only be charged for meals—$10.00 for Breakfast, $10.00 for Lunch, $12.00 for Supper and $4.00 for snack.
· Prices include 3-4 programming staff depending on the size of your group.








													


Camp Encounter Prayer

	


[image: CampLogo]Lord of all creation,

Be with us this year as we embark on the mission of bringing young people to see You more clearly through Your community and creation.

Help the directors to be servant leaders as You are, Lord, Help them to find inner peace and guide them to consult You for all decisions.

Help the staff to lead the campers closer to You by all their thoughts, words and actions.  Let their love for the campers shine through, beyond all else.

Bless the counselors, Lord.  Help them to be role models of Christian love in all their words and deeds.  Please help them to find the balance between having a good time at camp and serving You.

Bless and help the maintenance family that they will continue to look to you for their purpose and source of energy and joy.

Bless the cooks as they prepare food to nourish both body and soul.

Bless the Board Members who have dedicated so much time to camp.

And most importantly, bless the campers.  Let the creation and community around them be visible signs of your love and compassion.  Help them to reach out and fee Your presence.

Thank you, oh Great Spirit, for You have already answered our prayers!





Camp Encounter – Facility Regulations

The Executive Director or her designate will be awaiting your arrival.  Only the person in charge needs to check-in and they will in turn be informed of any hazards or other information relevant to the group.  All questions and concerns should be directed to camp personnel on-site for the duration of your stay.  

Camp Encounter reserves the right to refuse and evict any rental groups who violate any of the responsibilities outlined below:

1. Leave the camp cleaner than you found it.  This includes clean up of all buildings and grounds.  A final maintenance check will be done with the person in charge of your group.  Any extra cleaning required by Camp Encounter will be deducted from your deposit.   In the event of damage by the occupants, the sponsoring organization will be charged accordingly.
2. All rental groups must acknowledge and understand Camp Encounter’s emergency procedures that are provided by staff upon arrival.
3. No smoking allowed on premises – Camp Encounter is a smoke free facility.
4. Parking is located in the designated parking lot only.  Vehicles are allowed to drop off food and supplies at the kitchen or personal gear at the dormitories.  Vehicles must be removed immediately after unloading.  Users should carry their personal gear from the parking lot to the dormitories with the exception of people with special needs.  Plug-ins are also available for your vehicles in cold weather.  
5. If using the Island, use the outhouses.
6. We recycle paper, cardboard, and all bottles and juice boxes.  Please place them in separate garbage bags outside on the back deck of the kitchen.
7. The dormitories contain beds with mattresses, showers, and flush toilets.  Users are responsible for their own bedding, toiletries, etc.  The showers are hooked up to an energy saving system and therefore temperature cannot be adjusted.
8. NO FOOD IN THE DORMS.  We have experienced problems with rodents and insects invading our dorms and it is always attributed to food left in the dorms.  Please keep all your food and drinks in the Mess Hall.  No food is allowed in any of the buildings other than the Mess Hall because it attracts flies and rodents.
9. No candles in any of the buildings.
10. First Aid Kits are stationed in each building for your use.  For Emergency illness or injury please use the phone located in the kitchen.  Emergency numbers and camp location are posted by the phone.  Please notify camp staff immediately if there is a problem.
11. No illegal drugs or alcoholic beverages on site.
12. Please leave your pets at home as we have a camp dog and camp cat.
13. Please remove shoes in the Dorms, and Recreation Hall.  Please bring indoor shoes to wear in the Mess Hall.
14.  Appropriate and adequate adult supervision must be provided – a minimum ratio of 1 adult per 8 children.


15.  Please be sensitive to the environment when doing nature activities.  Camp Encounter receives close to 3000 users each year and is therefore prone to over-picking. Do not feed site animals or wildlife.  No live trees or other vegetation are to be cut, damaged, or otherwise altered.  
16.  No fires on the beach or places other than the campfire pit (due to fire hazards and aesthetic reasons).  Never leave a campfire unattended.   Only use firewood from wood sheds and wood piles near the campfire pit and outside the Rec Hall.  Fill water pail beside the fire and make sure the fire is properly extinguished.
17. Use of an axe is at the adult’s discretion.  Camp Encounter recommends the use of personal protection equipment when using an axe.
18.  Swimming is allowed only when a lifeguard is on duty and proof of certification is given to the Executive Director or staff.
19.  An underground spring is located in the lake between the white boathouse and the island.  Extreme caution should be used when walking in this area during winter and spring sessions, as it is slow to freeze and first to thaw.  Camp Encounter recommends that all users stay off the lake ice at all times.
20.  Be environmentally concerned, please shut off the lights when not in use.
21.  The dock is susceptible to breakage if more than 5 people are on it at once.  Please note that jumping and other types of horseplay can also cause damage and/or personal injury.
22.   Use of unauthorized off road vehicles is not allowed on the camp property.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS & SUPERVISORS

1.  No vehicles are allowed beyond the white gate except for groups with special needs (i.e. wheel chairs)
2. Each group is responsible for cleaning the areas they use.  Please refer to the clean-up list located in each building for specific duties.  Outdoor space should also be free of obstacles and all litter placed in the trash receptacles (located inside of each building and at the campfire pit).
3. A phone is available to you in the kitchen/mess hall.  Please use a calling card when making long distance calls (Edmonton is not long distance).  The phone number in the kitchen/mess hall is 967-3977; this is also one of Camp Encounter’s business lines.  In the event that you pick up a business call during your stay, please ask the caller to call back and leave a voice message.  Voice Mail should pick up after 4 rings.
4. A fire alarm is located in the dorms; the off switch is located in the women’s side.  If the alarm goes off ‘accidentally’ – open the cabinet using any key or coin and shut it off, there is no need to call the fire department unless there is a real fire emergency.  Please note that the fire alarm is prone to going off during the night when there is an increase in humidity.  If you hear a beeping:  1) turn down the heat & 2) open aindow.  The beeping should stop within a few minutes.
5. If there is a power failure call 1-800-310-9473(WIRE)
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